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only would Hindu-Muslim unity be established when Hindus would learn to
serve the Mohammedans without expecting the slightest reward and Moham-
medans would learn to serve Hindus in a similarly disinterested spirit. The
new meaning of swadeshi was, not that they should put together the several parts
of an article, say a watch or a harmonium, imported from abroad and label
it as swadeshi, but their swadeshi now consisted in every part being made
in India. They now recognized that the central fact round which swadeshi
should revolve was "khaddar". That was the modern dictionary meaning of
swadeshi and not until they had done this one thing would they be able
to realize the dream that Abdur Rasul dreamt.

Proceeding,   Mahatma   Gandhi said that he had   that   afternoon   seen
hundreds of hungry people being fed in front of the Marble Palace in Ghor
Bagan.   The sight was one which was neither ennobling nor honourable  to
those who had organized the meal for the hungry people of Calcutta from
day to day.   They did not know what they were doing.  They were igno-
rant  of the  irreparable  harm  they were doing to India by this misplaced
benevolence.   Not one of these men and women who were being fed  were
incapacitated for work.   They had just as strong arms and legs as anyone
of them had.   Did they 'think there was any merit in feeding people who
could work for their living?  He differed from those who considered this as a
merit.  Let them not be flattered with the testimony that was sometimes igno-
rantly given by European writers that there were no such ihings as work-
houses in India. These European writers believed that the Indians ha4 a system
of feeding   the   poor   and  the   hungry which was self-organized, and which
did away with the necessity of having work-houses.  The statement was only
partially  true,   and the  system  had  done no good to India. They were  to-
day  feeding   the   idlers.    Some   of  them were thieves   and, if this    process
continued for any length of time, he saw no bright future for this unhappy
country.   Let them, therefore, beware of this system.   He did not  introduce
this story to criticize the philanthropist."* He wished he had their  ear,   and
then he would ask them not to misplace their philanthropy   in this  way;
rather he would ask them to give some work to these men and women. Had
they ever paused to enquire why these people were v%rs, why  millions of
people of India were idling away their time?   Indians were not a nation of
idlers.  Had they been so, they would have died long ago. The fact was that
there was not enough work for them and therefore this glorious land of theirs,
because of their ignorance,  because of their want of real  patriotism,  was
throwing out people who could not be sustained on the land.   Therefore  the
remedy lay in finding an occupation for them.   And what better occupation
could be provided for these millions of men than the spinning-wheel or the
charkha.   Let the educated community, therefore, spin for at least half an
hour if they wanted to remove this degrading poverty of the masses,
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